God’s Part  ~  My Part

   In this great endeavor/experience called the Christian life many people are asking, “What is  my part in this thing? What does it actually mean to obey? Do I just let go and let God, or am I to take a more proactive assertive role?” If I may let me weigh in on this issue, and I hope I don’t just muddy the waters. The first thing that I would draw to your attention is that you are asking the wrong question. I am not meaning to imply that your inquiry is of no value or anything like that; but I would submit to you that your question, though a very good one, is out of order. There is a much larger question we must ask first and without understanding the answer to that question we will never be clear on your question. The primary issue is this, “What is God seeking to accomplish in me?” What my role is depends on what my task is. My part in this thing depends on what the thing is. 

   In my humble and accurate opinion the entire Christian community would be edified, challenged, and greatly blessed if we had the first clue what we were doing. Our mission is not to simply live a good life, helping where we can, and who we can until He comes for us. Our task is not to be as happy as possible given the amount of money we make, the state of our health, and our relationship to our loved ones. Our purpose is not to support the church or each other. Nor is divine imperative laid upon us to spread the gospel and save the lost. All of these things are good and for the most part will be accomplished as we give ourselves, and if we give ourselves to our one mission in this life. We have but one purpose, not 5 or 6, and that one purpose, the one and only reason for our existence on this planet, is that we are to bring glory to God 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Most Christians agree with this statement but many of them wouldn’t if they knew what it meant.

   Isa. 43:7 tells us that we were “created for His glory.” In the story of Noah we see how serious God is about our mission. It repented Him that He had made man and He destroyed all but 8, simply because they were not bringing Him glory. Num. 14:21, “But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” So it appears that God is focused like a laser beam on the reason for our creation; would to God that we could squeeze into our busy lives at least a moment or two to consider what God desires to do in and through us. We are a creation of God and it should not seem strange to us that He created us for a reason. Man was designed to be a creature “in our image”. God created many wonderful things in those 6 days and we can trace His hand in the marvel of this world, but there was only one creation that was specifically designed to be in God’s likeness. Of course, our ability to accomplish that divine purpose was lost in the fall of man. The gospel is the story of man being returned to functionality. God has not given up on His plan and moved on to plan B where He rescues as many  non-functional humans as He can and stacks them in heaven in neat bundles of ten. I was saved by God so that I might again function according to the original design and purpose for which I was created, which is to glorify God. Man can find no greater purpose nor joy in this life than to be used by God to fill the earth with His glory. Restoring us to functionality is His great act of love. Our Love for God cannot be separated from our return to God’s design. So what is His design and what exactly does it mean to be about the business of filling our little corner of the Earth with the glory of God? What is the glory of God?

   Rom. 3:23 tells us that our sin has caused us to fall short of it. Perhaps then if we could find someone who never sinned then we could see from their life what the glory of God is. Consider Heb. 1: 3, where when speaking about Christ the author said, “Who, being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, …”. Every aspect of the life of Christ showed forth Gods likeness. In every word, thought and deed Jesus portrayed the exact image of God. He looked like His Father. THAT IS OUR PURPOSE.  Jesus did not come to earth to be a magic man or a superman, but a man. He came however to be a man as designed by God, and not ruined by the fall. Jn. 1:18, “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared Him.” Jesus was the visible expression of an invisible God. THAT IS OUR TASK. When in Jn. 14:8, Phillip asked Jesus to show him the Father, Jesus answered, “Have I been such a long time with you, and yet have you not known me Phillip? He that has seen me has seen the Father;” THAT IS OUR MISSION. You may well ask at this point, “John are you actually saying that God’s design for me is that I show forth the very likeness and exact image of God in my every thought, word, and deed, for my entire time here on this planet? Yes, that is the divine imperative laid upon us. Question: Were you told this when you were presented the gospel? Were you at least presented these truths soon after being born again? Could it be that we are not actually presenting the gospel but a man-centered modified version of the truth that speaks only of where we go when we die but says nothing about how we are to live while on the way? [The early church evangelized the known world in one generation. They had no leaflets, no radio, no TV, no internet, nor any group of educated people directing their efforts. They only had one thing, THE TRUTH! That truth drew them into a life of dependence on God and thus they were used by Him.] Whenever the reality of the divine imperative is laid open to Christians today we are very quick to respond, “But I can’t do that. I have sincerely tried but honestly I have had precious little success. I just do not have the ability in me to show forth God’s likeness all the time.” You are 100% correct. You don’t, but He does. He never designed you to have that ability in yourself but to seek that power outside of you; indeed to spend your days seeking after Him because He alone possesses the ability to accomplish in and through you the purpose for which He made you.

   This is exactly why He said things like, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” “Be filled with the Spirit.” “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” “I am the vine, you are the branches.” “… the branch cannot bear fruit of itself…” The truth is clear: only God in a man can accomplish the purpose for man. It takes God to be a man. Man in himself, even saved man, cannot fulfill the purpose for which he was created.  This is why Paul said in Rom. 7:18, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwells no good thing; for to will is present with me, but how to perform that which is good I find not.” Paul had been given a new heart and that new heart longed for God and desired to follow after God and to obey Him fully, but Paul had a problem: Paul. Paul was Paul’s problem, as you are your problem. (We carry our problem with us. As we go from church to church, and from pastor to pastor we carry our problem with us. We keep trying to produce righteousness on our own, by our efforts, by our wisdom, by our strength; and we keep failing. What futility. We are as successful as the man who sought to get blood out of a turnip.) Paul found the answer not in himself but in God. Rom. 8:11, “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also give life to your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwells in you.” The divine imperative laid upon us is always accompanied by the divine promises given to us, “I will never leave you.” “For lo I will be with you always.” “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

   God is not always pleased by our religious actions. We tend to put the emphasis on correct actions but God puts the emphasis on our new nature. He wants you to know what our new nature is. Eph. 1:18, 19 “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. And what is the exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his mighty power”.  The issue is not how busy you can get for Jesus but how wide can your eyes can be opened. The “busy-ness” will come but it will be natural, not forced. It will be real, spontaneous, and essentially not even noticed by us. As we present ourselves as living sacrifices, not from a sense of duty but from a heart overflowing with love, we will find ourselves used by God. As we begin to receive truth we find that our new heart begins to manifest itself in our lives. “Out of your belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

   Several times in the New Testament we see where God the Father broke through the skies and said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God did not say this to anyone else. The life of Christ cannot be improved upon nor successfully copied. In our version we teach one another that you are to do our best for Jesus. Let me humbly submit to you that our best does not compare to the life of Christ. I am not speaking of some super spiritual hyper pious pretend life, but a very natural real outflow of the life within us. Apple trees naturally produce apples. They do have to work at it. But if you tell them that are supposed to produce oranges then they have a defeated fruitless life. His life flows through each of differently and that is as it should be. “The Christian life is the life of Christ lived now, by Him, in you.” (Ian Thomas) We are a confused people. We wear bracelets asking “What would Jesus do?” Most of us who are older know the rest of that phrase: What would Jesus do if He were here? Well HE IS HERE! Get out of the way, yield to the Holy Spirit, and let God be God in and through you. That is my part. I don’t know anyone, and certainly not myself, who lives this truth perfectly every moment. But my lack of applying the truth does not change the truth. If anything of eternal value is ever to accomplished through me it will be by God’s power not mine. The notion that I can just decide one day to please God by getting busy doing things for Him apart from His leadership and the Spirit’s empowerment is both preposterous and heretical.        

   I do not mean to imply that “my part” is a small thing. It is a huge thing in the eyes of God, and when we present ourselves to God to be used by God, God notices no matter who you are or how insignificant you think you might be. Consider 2 Chron. 16:9, “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.” Notice that it does not say “in the behalf of them who are busy for Jesus”, nor does it say “in behalf of those who have proactively taken charge of their Christian lives and are dutifully discharging their duties”. God always looks on the heart. The key to obedience is the condition of your heart. The key to being used by God is the condition of your heart. We cannot do an end run around our heart. We must draw close to Him and allow his Spirit to tune our hearts to His pulse. My part is important and eternally significant but it cannot be done in my strength, nor can it be separated from God’s part.
